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Early  Reading 
Intervention 
is  Important 

T  he  demands  of  society  make  it  imperative 
that  all  children  in  the  primary  grades  learn 
basic  reading  skills.  As  indicated  below, 
research  supports  the  importance  and 
positive  long-term  effects  of  providing  at- 
risk  students  with  early  reading  intervention 
programs.  These  programs  can  increase 
the  number  of  students  who  meet  or 
exceed  the  Illinois  Learning  Standards. 

As  a  school  administrator  and  policy  maker, 
we  ask  that  you  evaluate  the  services  you 
are  currently  providing  to  at-risk  students 
who  have  difficulty  learning  to  read. 

The  need  for  early  reading  intervention 
programs  is  supported  by  the  following 
statements: 

•  According  to  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Education  (1999),  reading  failure  in 

the  primary  grades  can  be  reduced  to 
less  than  one  in  ten  with  quality  early 
reading  intervention  programs. 

•  Results  of  a  study  conducted  by 
the  Center  for  Early  Reading 
Achievement  (1999),  identified  early 
reading  intervention  as  a  key  factor  to 
the  success  of  the  most  effective  schools. 

•  The  recent  emphasis  on  early  reading 
intervention  tutorial  programs  is  “a 
potentially  powerful  tool”  in  helping 
at-risk  students  succeed  in  reading 
(Morris,  1999). 

!•* 


Early  Reading  Intervention 
Saves  Money 


Early  reading  intervention  programs  sa^ 
districts  money  because  theyihelp  to  lower 

•  Retention  rates.  ^ 

•  Referrals  to  special  educatl(|Tt: 

•  School  dropout  rates. 


These  factors  cost  school  districts  and  society 
significantly  more  than  the  amount  needed  to  fund 
an  early  reading  intervention  programrJ„l 


School  districts  can  use  the  Reading 
Improvement  Block  Grant,  Title  I,  Title  VI  and 
local  resources  to  support  an  early  reading 
intervention  program. 


Early  Reading  Intervention 
Program  Components 

An  early  reading  intervention  program  includes 
the  following  components: 

•  Intensified  reading  instruction  is  provided 
at  the  onset  of  the  child’s  school  career 

before  the  child  meets  with  failure  in  later 
grades. 

•  Ongoing  assessment  by  the  tutor  guides 
the  child  through  the  learning  process. 

•  Focused  and  consistent  instruction 

occurs  on  a  daily  basis.  The  instruction 
includes  reading  of  familiar  text,  practice  in 
phonics  and  writing  sentences. 

•  Familiar  reading  skills/strategies  are 

applied  to  unfamiliar  text. 

•  Ongoing  training  and  development  are 

provided  to  staff  working  with  at-risk  children. 


Early  Reading  Intervention 
Works 

An  early  reading  intervention  program  is  one  that 
identifies,  through  assessment,  students  at-risk  of 
reading  failure  when  they  enter  school.  Students 
receive  intense  one-on-one  instruction  designed 
to  accelerate  their  growth  in  reading.  Early  reading 
intervention  cannot  be  viewed  as  a  substitute  for 
good  classroom  reading  instruction. 


Challenge 

for  Illinois  Educators 

The  State  Board  of  Education  and  State 
Superintendent  Glenn  W.  M'^Gee  are  committed  to 
assisting  you  meet  the  challenge  of  providing 
early  reading  intervention  programs  by: 

•  Raising  the  awareness  of  the  critical  need 
for  early  reading  programs. 

•  Creating  a  system  where  all  students 
at-risk  of  reading  failure  have  access  to  help. 

•  Offering  ongoing  support  to  those  students 
who  continue  to  struggle  with  reading. 

•  Providing  classroom  teachers  with  the 
knowledge  of  successful  early  reading 
intervention  strategies  so  they  can  apply  them 
to  daily  classroom  instruction. 


For  more  information 


Michael  L.  Dunn,  Ed.D. 

Special  Assistant  to  the  Superintendent 
Reading  Improvement  &  Early  Intervention 
Springfield  Office:  217/782-9968 
Chicago  Office:  312/814-5562 
E-mail:  mdunn@ smtp.isbe.state.il. us 
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